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of Troyes, being summoned to it by the Bishop of Albano, legate of the
apostolic see.    In 1132, St Stephen waited on Pope Innocent II, who
was come into France.    The Bishop of Paris, the Archbishop of Sens,
and other prelates besought the mediation of St Stephen with the King
of France and with the pope in affairs of the greatest importance.   The
Cistercian monks came over also into England in the time of St Stephen.
The extreme austerity and sanctity of the professors of this Order, which
did not admit any relaxation in its discipline for two hundred years after
its institution, were a subject of astonishment and edification to the whole
world, as is described at large by Oderic Vitalis, St Peter, Abbot of Cluni,
William of St Thierry, William of Malmesbury, Peter, Abbot of Celles,
Stephen, Bishop of Tournay, Cardinal James of Vitry, Pope Innocent III,
&c., who mention with amazement their rigorous silence, their abstinence
from flesh-meat, and for the most part from fish, eggs, milk, and cheese;
their lying on straw, long watchings from midnight till morning, and
austere fasts; their bread as hard as the earth itself; their hard labour in
cultivating desert lands to produce the pulse and herbs on which they
subsisted;  their piety, devotion, and tears in singing the divine office;
the cheerfulness of their countenances breathing an holy joy in pale and
mortified faces;   the poverty of their houses;   the lowliness of their
buildings, &c.

The saint having assembled the chapter of his Order in 1133, when
all the other business was dispatched, alleging his great age, infirmities,
and incapacity, begged most earnestly to be discharged from his office of
general, that he might in holy solitude have leisure to prepare himself to
appear at the judgment seat of Christ,   All were afflicted, but durst not
oppose his desire.   The chapter chose one Guy; but the saint discovering
him unworthy of such a charge, in a few days he was deposed, and Rayiiard,
a holy disciple of St Bernard, created general,   St Stephen did not long
survive the election of Raynard*    Twenty neighbouring abbots of his
Order assembled at Citeaux to attend at his death.   Whilst he was in
his agony, he heard many whispering that, after so virtuous and penitential
a life, he could have nothing to fear in dying:   at this he said to them,
trembling, " I assure you that I go to God in fear and trembling.   If niy
baseness should be found to have ever done any good, even in this I fear,
lest I should not have preserved that grace with the humility and care
I ought."   He passed to immortal glory on the 28th of March 1134*
and was interred in the tomb of B. Alberic, in which also many of his
successors lie buried, in the cloister, near the door of the church.   His
Order keeps his festival on the I5th of July, as of the first class, with
an octave, and with greater solemnity than those of St Robert  or St
Bernard, having always looked upon him as the principal of its founders,
The Roman Martyrology honours him on the I7th of April, supposed